A simple device for closure of fasciotomy wounds.
Early decompressive fasciotomy is essential in the prevention of the sequelae of compartment syndrome. Many techniques have been described for the closure of the fasciotomy wound, and controversy exists as to which method is the best. Primary closure is often impossible secondary to tissue retraction and edema. Split-thickness skin grafting leaves a thin, insensate, and often aesthetically unpleasing result. Gradual mechanical dermal apposition has been used with increasing frequency, and has been shown to be effective in the closure of fasciotomies, but often takes 7-10 days for closure. We present our experience with the STAR, a mechanical method of fasciotomy wound closure that is effective in 2-4 days, and is extremely simple to use.